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“The past matters because the future matters—
History is as much about the future as it is about the past.”

—Ann Gronningsater
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SANDRA MITCHELL CARON:
FIRST WOMAN MODERATOR OF THE UUA

AAll Souls member Sandra Mitchell Caron (1935–1999) 
was the first woman to be elected Moderator of 
the Unitarian Universalist Association and served 

from 1977 to 1984, the third 
person to hold the position. 
She was also the first woman 
and non-minister to run for 
President of the UUA. Sandra 
graduated from the University of 
Texas-Austin and then earned a 
JD at NYU Law School. That was 
when she and her husband Joe 
Caron found All Souls, NYC.
Sandra served as Deputy Super- 
intendent of Banking for New 
Yo r k  S t a t e ,  a n d  A s s i s t a n t 

Counsel to the NY State Department of Commerce. 
She negotiated the same  salary as her male predecessor. 
In 1977, at age 42, and the same year she was elected 
Moderator of the UUA, she was installed as Assistant 
Transportation Commissioner for Legal Affairs for the 
NYS Transportation Department. Clearly, she had a track 
record of getting things done. 
All Souls quickly placed Sandy on the Metropolitan NY 
District Board. This led to her being elected to the Board 
of Trustees of the UUA. Then, at General Assembly XVI, 
Sandra Mitchell Caron was elected as Moderator. Rather 
than limiting herself to matters of church governance, as 
the Moderator role had been conceived, she took interest 
in programs and trends in Unitarian Universalism. Sandra 
spoke all over the country. She had the audacity to ask 
for a travel allowance, and shifted the role of Moderator. 
Sandra as an agent of change clashed with then-President 
of the UUA Eugene Pickett. 
Pickett was really uncomfortable with Sandra’s inserting 
herself into what he regarded as his purview. When she decided 
to run for President of the UUA, Pickett did not endorse 
her and backed the Rev. Dr. William F. Schulz (Bill Schulz). 
Their relationship was, to say the least, awkward as Sandy 
Caron and Bill Schulz each ran intense campaigns to win 
the presidency. Meanwhile there was another looming issue 

in Unitarian Universalism, where Sandra—and many UU 
leaders and members—were sadly falling short in raising 
consciousness about homophobia and settlement of 
lesbian or gay candidates for parish ministry. At General 
Assembly XXIV in 1985 (Atlanta, GA), Bill Schulz 
defeated Sandra two to one—1,448 to 746.
As we look back from today, we can see the blindness to 
their own bias a number of church leaders and members 
had—bias against women, and/or LGBTQ clergy. We can 
see there were hurtful gaps in Sandra Mitchell Caron’s 
ethical and institutional views even as we appreciate the 
tremendous things she accomplished—for example, a 
Resolution addressing Equal Rights and Abortion. 
What was then a very patriarchal view of the Presidency of 
the UUA was exposed by Sandy’s candidacy for President: 
‘What, a woman?’ ‘What, she is not a minister?’ Although 
she did not win the vote for President, her campaign 
broke down barriers to running, and her prior service 
as Moderator for 8-years was outstanding, expanding 
UU possibilities in program and governance, of what 
the relatively new position of UUA Moderator could do. 
Sandy was a lawyer looking to do something significant 
with the role and leave a mark. The UUA was not to have 
a woman president until 2017, with President the Rev. Dr. 
Susan Frederick-Gray.
After serving as UUA Moderator, Sandra Mitchell 
Caron became an Administrative Law Judge for the US 
Department of Transportation. When she retired, she 
was the Administrative Law Judge for the City of New 
York. She was awarded an honorary Doctorate in Humane 
Letters (1982) by Starr King School of the Ministry. Sadly, 
she was only 64 when she died on June 2nd, 1999.

Sandra Mitchell Caron

Bill Schulz Sandy Caron
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AN INTERVIEW WITH LAURA PEDERSEN:
RESIDENT ALL SOULS HISTORIAN

TThe Society asked Laura Pedersen to film her All 
Souls Sanctuary Tour, and it will be available on 
our website soon. Bill Bechman chatted with her 

recently about her involvement with the congregation.
BILL: How did you start giving Sanctuary Tours?
LAURA: For decades, I worked with Mary-Ella Holst at 
the Booker T. Washington Learning Center, a program 
run by our sister church in East Harlem, and I assisted her 
with history lecture programs at All Souls, and also on 
the sanctuary tours. We both love Unitarian Universalism 
and NYC history.
BILL: Tell us about your volunteer work with Monday 
Night Hospitality.
LAURA: I volunteered at MNH for years back in the day. I 
returned during the pandemic because the students [who 
volunteered there] went home and the seniors had to 
take precautions. I’ll also go up if it’s a holiday or popular 
vacation time and many volunteers have plans. I tend not 
to do much on holidays, as I definitely avoid the sun with 
my cheap Scandinavian skin!
BILL: Weren’t you a Capital Campaign Co-Chair? Kudos 
to you.
LAURA: I was, and I’m not proud to say that I was not a 
good worker. I’m terrible at meetings, spreadsheets, and 
details. On the other hand, that’s why I love All Sorts (as 
many of us like to call it)—it’s a place that allows me to 
creatively play to my strengths and organize things that 
I enjoy.
BILL: What inspires you when you give sermons at All Souls?
LAURA: I love to take issues that I find to be personally 
overwhelming and try to break them down into some 
manageable pieces, so I guess we can say that my services 
are all group therapy for my own benefit: i.e. How to 
create a good life? Is art necessary? How does one deal 
with the overwhelming materialism in our society? Why 
do we go to church?
BILL: You recently gave a lecture and tour for more than 
fifty members of the Century Club.
LAURA: We’ve had several All Souls events at the 
Century Club. The connections between the two go all 
the way back to Transcendentalism and the Hudson River 
School, America’s first philosophical and art movements. 
The Centurions are excited to hear more about that 
overlap. William Cullen Bryant, Calvert Vaux and civil 

service reformer Dorman Eaton, members of All Souls, 
were Centurions.
BILL: Tell us how All Souls sustains you.
LAURA: I was a free-range, latchkey, only child with 
practically no adult supervision (unless you consider my 
newspaper reporter uncle who let me skip school to go 
to the race track with him). My best friends are at All 
Souls. All the best things I’ve done with my life, such 
as volunteering at the Booker T. Washington Learning 
Center, are a result of my connection to All Souls.
BILL: Why do you feel Sanctuary Tours are important?
LAURA: If you’re intrigued by All Souls because of the 
worship, music, social justice, church school, or whatever 
other reason, then you definitely want to know more 
about who we are and how we got here. If you’re new to 
Unitarian Universalism or to All Souls, I think it gives 
you a sense of ownership, or perhaps ‘belonging’ is the 
better word—and also a sense of pride.

Laura Pedersen

LLaura Pedersen, an acclaimed writer and playwright, 
and a much beloved All Souls historian, will be 
carrying on the tradition of Sanctuary Tours first 

established many years ago by Mary-Ella Holst.
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THE 60s: A TALE OF TWO CHURCHES
by the Rev. Dick Leonard.

AAll Souls, like most Unitarian Universalist churches 
and fellowships in the 1960s, ran noteworthy social 
service programs, but had also allowed itself to 

become a backwater of white privilege, almost insensitive 
to the upheaval sweeping the world, as people of color 
everywhere demanded long-overdue fair treatment.
The Community Church of New York, by contrast, led 
the denomination in its degree of racial involvement and 
integration. Its Social Action Committee listed more than 
100 active members. As its Minister of Education, it was 
natural for me to answer the call of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965. To 
my knowledge, All Souls did not send anyone to the march.
One highly educated Afro-American (the preferred term 
at that time) family with two beautiful children arrived 
at All Souls Church only to discover that Blacks made 
up less than 1% of the church’s membership. They had 
bought a home in a “whites-only” area on the edge of 
the city and were undergoing some hostility from a few 
neighbors. They were ready for something else.
At All Souls, the couple was taken aside and advised that 
they would probably be happier at the highly integrated 
Community Church further downtown. They felt the 
advice had been offered without hostility and with 
their own comfort in mind. Nevertheless, they also felt 
rejected. They switched to Community Church, and 
became powerhouses in the life of that church, teaching 
in the church school, heading the Religious Education 
Committee, and helping develop a vibrant youth program 
at the church and its summer camp.
But Community Church was having problems too, 
coping with the rising demands for racial justice. With 
the Unitarian Universalist Association reeling from black 
members’ demands for $1 million to form a Black Affairs 
Council, Community Church leaders proposed forming 
an integrated group, Black and White Action (BAWA), 
as an alternative. Delegates at the 1968 UUA General 
Assembly in Cleveland thought Community’s idea was an 
insufficient response. They voted to give the Black Affairs 
Council its $1 million grant, payable over four years. A 
year later, however, the UUA withdrew its promised funds 
for the last three years, citing financial difficulties.
There were hard feelings all around, with walkouts and 
defections of both black and white UU members. It was a time 
of intense turmoil, in every church and family, as values had to 
be examined and reexamined in the light of religious traditions 
and an inexorably changing world. All Souls continues to 
try to catch up with the vision of a more just world order.

THE ALL SOULS FRIENDSHIP 
AND MEMORY WALL

AA prominent feature of the renewed Courtyard 
Garden is the Friendship and Memory Wall. Last 
spring, the lettering of the black marble plaques 

was polished and lightened. The names and phrases are 
now more visible and inspiring. Donations are still being 
accepted to have a plaque engraved.
The Friendship and Memory Wall is structurally in need of 
major repair. Some of the merlons atop the wall came loose 
and they are resting on the ground under the accessibility 
ramp. There is a major Garden restoration plan that has 
been drafted. It will involve restoration of the Friendship 
and Memory Wall, waterproofing of the foundations of 
the Sanctuary and Wiggin House, reconfiguration of 
the garden design and other enhancements. This major 
undertaking will be announced in the future as part of 
the continuing Capital Campaign.
We are delighted that the Courtyard Garden has become 
such a welcoming focal point for All Souls. It is available for 
rental evenings, Saturdays, and Sunday afternoons. This 
provides a nice source of income for the church and gives 
people some exposure to All Souls, an oasis in the city.

Dedication of the Friendship and Memory Wall 
by the Rev. Dr. F. Forrest Church 
on Sunday, November 19, 2000.
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EVENTS
Our events are open to all. 

Recordings of events will be available on our website: 
allsoulsnychistory.org/events

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING
October 24, 2021

SANCTUARY TOUR 
by Laura Pedersen 

Sunday, October 31, 2021 
2:00pm

HERMAN MELVILLE’S UNITARIAN COMPASS 
by Laura Pedersen 

Monday, November 1, 2021 
2:00pm 

on Zoom (All Souls hosting)

THE BELLOWS LECTURE 
Speaker: Dr. Christopher Cameron 

Professor of History 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Unitarianism, African Americans and Abolitionism
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

2:00pm 
on Zoom (All Souls hosting)

B
THE 2021 ANNUAL MEETING OF 

THE ALL SOULS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Please Join us! The meeting is open to all.

Will be held on Sunday, October 24, 2021
2:00pm–3:00pm

on Zoom
(Link to be sent out separately.)

Please request the link if you are interested 
and are not yet a member of the Society.

Topics of discussion will include:
• Future directions for the All Souls Historical Society 

(ASHS)

• Upcoming events

• How you can get involved and help 
preserve the history of our church

• Election of a new Vice President 
(Only members are eligible to vote.)

The All Souls Historical Society

MEMBERSHIP

join ashs or renew your membership

OOur Members are the heart of the ASHS community 
and an integral part of the ASHS story. Become a 

member to help make possible the Society’s mission to 
promote the study of our history.

Annual Dues payable in October 
Individual—$20 

Family—$40 
Life Membership—$100 

Mail-in: Download PDF Membership Form: 
(Printable Membership Form) 

(or) Join online with a credit card at: 
(https://onrealm.org/allsoulsnyc/-/give/now)

VIDEO LIBRARY
 Bellows Lecture by Dr. Bernard Unti:
 “Henry Bergh: Animal Advocate, ‘Riddle  
 of  the 19th Century’” (Nov. 22, 2020)
 https://vimeo.com/482825245/1c7a834c8d

 New York: A Wonderful Town (Dec 18, 2020)
 https://vimeo.com/493409649/68f775ed94

 The Rev. John Buehrens, President of the UUHHS 
(Unitarian Universalist History and Heritage Society) 
on his book, Conflagration: How Transcendentalists 
sparked the American Struggle for Racial, Gender and 
Social Justice (Laymen’s League reprise of the inaugural 
Channing Lecture of Jan. 12, 2020) (Jan. 12, 2021)

  https://vimeo.com/501302889

http://allsoulsnychistory.org/events
https://www.allsoulsnychistory.org/all-souls-historical-society
https://vimeo.com/482825245/1c7a834c8d
https://vimeo.com/493409649/68f775ed94
https://vimeo.com/501302889

